PREFACE
THE immense importance of the sugar industry in world
economics has forced the development of the polariscojfe
into a sugar-testing instrument of high efficiency. Com-
paratively few practicing" chemists are familiar with any
other application of this useful laboratory tool.
Many books have been written on commercial saccha-
rimetry, "but it is only by hunting through the whole mass
of literature of analytic chemistry that occasional instances
can be found of the application of the polariscope in
general laboratory practice.
Landolt's great work is the only one devoted to a com-
plete treatment of the subject of polarimetry, but that is,
in the main, a book for the physical chemist and trained
investigator in pure science,
Hence I have ventured to write a simple introductory
treatise, not a complete manual of polarirnetry by any
means, but one explaining in an elementary way funda-
mental principles and their application in general labora-
tory practice.
Naturally, I have devoted much space to methods in use
in sugar manufacture, but have also described those used in
brewing*, the starch industries, and food and drug analy-
sis as well. It has seemed best to introduce otitlines of
some technical processes and factory methods of chemical
control to make the subject clearer. I have also over-
stepped the strict bounds of polarimetry to explain methods
obviously accessory to many determinations.